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HOUSTON, Texas, December 5, 2012 — 
Rice University Art Gallery has commissioned 
Swedish artist Gunilla Klingberg to create 
a site-specific installation. Drawing from a 
background in graphic design and sculpture, 
Klingberg creates her own three-dimensional, 
graphic worlds, covering floors, walls, and 
windows in ornate, repetitive patterns. 
For her Rice Gallery installation, Klingberg 
will continue her series, Brand New View 
(2002-present) in which she reconfigures 
supermarket, fast food, and big box store 
logos into large-scale patterns associated with 
sacred Buddhist mandalas and cosmological 
diagrams used for meditation. The opening 
celebration will take place on January 31 from 
5:00 - 7:00 pm, and will feature a gallery talk 
by the artist at 6:00 pm. For more information, 
visit ricegallery.org or call 713.348.6069.

Gunilla Klingberg’s installations bring together 
her interests in everyday consumerism 
and forms of Eastern spirituality. While in 
college, Klingberg traveled to India and 
saw how the spiritual world of yoga retreats 
and meditation courses were commercially 
packaged to Westerners. She returned to 
her native Sweden to see local corner stores 
being replaced by 7-Elevens, as chain stores 
and corporate franchising spread. With both 

experiences in mind, she continues to wonder how the spiritual extends into our everyday world 
of logotypes and icons, as the spiritual is commercialized and the commercial spiritualized. Faced 
with the ubiquity of grocery bags, burger wrappers, and coffee cups, Klingberg explores this tension 
in dazzling, overwhelming installations of these logos repeated, recombined, and reconfigured. 
Klingberg explains, “My intention is to make a work that invades the space in an almost viral way. 
The symbols and patterns in this mandala transforms into an image of how our daily rhythm of 
commonplace doings blends with advertising and enters deep into our lives, homes, and minds. They 
are a link between our public and private spheres, maybe even to the collective unconscious.”
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Akershus University Hospital, Lorenskog, Norway. Photo: Guri Dahl
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ABOUT THE ARTIST
Gunilla Klingberg was born in Stockholm, 
Sweden, where she studied Sculpture 
at Konstfack (University College of Arts, 
Crafts, Design), and Magazine and 
Newspaper Design at RMI-Berghs. She 
has had solo exhibitions in museums and 
galleries throughout Europe including 
ARCO (2008), and the 10th Istanbul 
Biennial (2007), and recently in the USA 
in Philagrafika: The Graphic Unconscious 
(2010) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Large-
scale public commissions include the 
Triangeln Railway Station (2010) in central 
Malmö, Sweden, and the Nye Akershus 
Hospital (2008) Norway. In 2010, Klingberg 
received the Edstrandska Foundation 
Award and a five-year working grant from 
The Swedish Visual Arts Fund. Gunilla 
Klingberg lives and work in Stockholm. She 
is represented by Galerie Nordenhake, 
Stockholm and Berlin. 

SUPPORT AND SPONSORSHIP
Rice Gallery exhibitions and programs 
receive major support from Rice Gallery 
Patrons and Members, The Brown 
Foundation, Inc., the Kilgore Endowment, 
and the Leslie and Brad Bucher Artist 
Residency Endowment. Exhibition 
catalogues are funded in part by the 
Robert J. Card, M.D. and Karol Kreymer 
Catalogue Endowment. The gallery 
receives partial operating support from the 
City of Houston. KUHF-FM and Saint Arnold 
Brewing Company provide in-kind support. Funding for travel and accommodations was provided by 
Iaspis, The Swedish Arts Grants Committee's International Programme for Visual Artists.

GALLERY TALK AND LUNCHEON 
Gunilla Klingberg will give a gallery talk at noon, Friday, February 1. A complimentary light lunch will 
be provided to all who attend. No reservations are necessary.

HOURS
Rice Gallery is open Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00 – 5:00, Thursday until 7:00, and Sunday, noon 
to 5:00. The gallery is closed Mondays and university holidays. GALLERY ADMISSION IS FREE. All 
events are free and open to the public. 

LOCATION AND PARKING 
Rice Gallery is on the ground floor of Sewall Hall and is reached using Campus Entrance 1 located at 
the intersection of Main Street and Sunset Boulevard. Paid parking (credit card only) is available in the 
Founder’s Court Visitor Lot directly in front of Sewall Hall.  For other parking options visit rice.edu/
parking. By METRORail: Hermann Park/Rice University Station. Wheelchair access is on the south (left) 
side of the building.
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Gunilla Klingberg, A Sign in Space, 2012
Sandprint at Laga beach, Urdaibai, Spain. Photo: Peter Geschwind


