
GAIA: NEW INSTALLATION
Opening Thursday, September 26, 2013, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
On view through December 8, 2013

HOUSTON, Texas, (August 1, 2013) — Rice University Art Gallery’s fall season will open with a new 

installation by street artist Gaia, in which painting, drawing, printmaking, and collage will come 

together to express the artist’s larger-than-life impression of Houston’s sprawling urban landscape and 

increasingly international demographic. The opening celebration on Thursday, September 26 from 5:00 

to 7:00 pm, will feature remarks by Gaia at 6:00 pm. Complimentary snacks and beverages including 

ale courtesy of Saint Arnold Brewery will be served. The event is free and open to the public. Paid 

parking (credit card only) is available directly in front of the gallery on the Fondren Visitors’ Lot and 

near the Rice Stadium. For more information see the VISIT page at ricegallery.org or call 713.348.6069.

Gaia is part of an international network of self-identified street artists who view themselves as activists 

and use their work as a way to draw attention to and stimulate renewal of deteriorating urban 

neighborhoods. These individuals do not think of themselves as graffiti writers, nor do their mediums 

fit neatly into one genre; street artists may use large-scale prints, paint, or photographs to create their 

interventions. A recent graduate of Maryland Institute College of Art, Gaia is part of a local collective 

of Baltimore artists called Wall Hunters, whose “unsanctioned” art seeks to identify, embarrass, and 

sometimes infuriate those absentee landlords whose vacant buildings embody what The Baltimore Sun 

recently called “one of Baltimore’s most visible and long-standing problems.”  
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Gaia, Mies Van Der Rohe at Charles One Center, Baltimore (Part of Legacy Project), 2013, Photo: Gaia
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Gaia seeks to let the site in which he is 

working generate the work of art, but 

he is also conscious of his place as an 

outsider. Commissioned by the Baltimore 

Museum of Art (BMA) to create a 

temporary site-specific installation for the 

Fall 2012 opening of its newly renovated 

Contemporary Wing, Gaia focused on the 

historic Remington neighborhood not far 

from the Museum. Roaming its streets, 

meeting and interviewing residents, he 

learned about the lives being lived behind 

the neighborhood’s anonymous red brick 

walls. In his finished installation, Remington 

Project (2012-13), Gaia’s massive prints of 

the row houses that form the neighborhood became the background onto which he placed evocative, 

intricately painted portraits of the residents he had interviewed, along with audio recordings of the 

interviews. The warm color palette Gaia used for the portraits was borrowed from Paul Gauguin’s 

Vahine no te vi (Woman of the Mango) (1892), a painting in the BMA’s collection, as a nod to Gauguin’s 

life as an artist who worked as an outsider in a different culture. 

Gaia will employ his exceptional drawing skills as well as information and impressions gleaned during 

his site-visit that included tours of different parts of the city to meetings with Rice professors Stephen 

Fox (Lecturer, School of Architecture) and Stephen Klineberg (Professor, Sociology and Co-Director, 

Kinder Institute for Urban Research); Linda Shearer, Director of Project Row Houses; Danielle Burns, 

Consulting Curator at the Gregory School, Houston, and Rice Gallery summer interns Jessie Anderson 

and Emily Nichol.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Born in New York City, Gaia holds a BFA in Interdisciplinary Sculpture from the Maryland Institute 

College of Art (‘11). Recent museum commissions include Gaia and the Girl Scouts: A Live Painting 

Project at the National Portrait Gallery (2012), Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, in which Gaia 

created a large-scale on-site portrait of Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the Girl Scouts to celebrate 

the Scouts’ 100th anniversary, and Remington Project (2012-13), an installation for the Baltimore 

Museum of Art. He curated Open Walls, a street art project for Baltimore’s Station North Arts & 

Entertainment District for which street artists from around the world contributed to an outdoor mural 

exhibition. Solo exhibitions include Maxwell Colette Gallery and Pawn Works, Chicago; Jonathan 

Levine Gallery, New York City; Gallery Heist, San Francisco, and Irvine Contemporary, Washington, D.C. 

Gaia, Remington Project, 2012-13, Baltimore Museum of Art, Photo: Gaia
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Gaia has had residencies at Ewha Women’s University in Seoul, South Korea and at Acrylic Walls in 

Johannesburg and Cape Town, South Africa. His work has been featured in The New York Times, 

Washington Post, Time Out Chicago, and The Baltimore Sun. Gaia lives and works in Baltimore, 

Maryland and Brooklyn, New York.

SUPPORT AND SPONSORSHIP

Rice Gallery exhibitions and programs receive major support from Rice Gallery Patrons and Members, 

The Brown Foundation, Inc., the Kilgore Endowment, and the Leslie and Brad Bucher Artist Residency 

Endowment. Exhibition catalogues are funded in part by the Robert J. Card, M.D. and Karol Kreymer 

Catalogue Endowment. The gallery receives partial operating support from the City of Houston and 

the Mid-America Arts Alliance. KUHF-FM and Saint Arnold Brewing Company provide in-kind support.

GALLERY TALK AND LUNCHEON 

Gaia will give a gallery talk at noon, Friday, September 27. A complimentary light lunch will be 

provided to all who attend. No reservations are necessary.

HOURS

Rice Gallery is open Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00 – 5:00, Thursday until 7:00, and Sunday, noon to 5:00.

GALLERY ADMISSION IS FREE.

LOCATION AND PARKING 

Rice Gallery is on the ground floor of Sewall Hall and is reached using Campus Entrance 1 located at 

the intersection of Main Street and Sunset Boulevard. Paid parking (credit card only) is available in the 

Founder’s Court Visitor Lot directly in front of Sewall Hall. 

For other parking options visit: rice.edu/parking

By METRORail: Hermann Park/Rice University Station. 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

Wheelchair access is on the south (left) side of the building. 

Rice Gallery is fully accessible.
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