
EL ULTIMO GRITO: NEW INSTALLATION
Opening Thursday, January 23, 2014, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
On view through March 16, 2014

HOUSTON, Texas, (December 9, 2013) — Rice University Art Gallery has commissioned Spanish 
design studio, El Ultimo Grito to create a new site-specific installation. Based in London, the husband 
and wife team of Rosario Hurtado and Roberto Feo are winners of the 2012 London Design Medal 
and internationally known for creating an eclectic range of objects and installations that defy easy 
categorization. The opening celebration on Thursday, January 23 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm, will feature 
remarks by El Ultimo Grito at 6:00 pm. Complimentary snacks and beverages including ale courtesy of 
Saint Arnold Brewery will be served. The event is free and open to the public. Paid parking (credit card 
only) is available directly in front of the gallery on the Fondren Visitors’ Lot and near the Rice Stadium. 
For more information see the VISIT page at ricegallery.org or call 713.348.6069. 

At Rice University Art Gallery, El Ultimo Grito will expand upon their approach to design and 
construction in which they rely on their hands, bodies, and readily available, inexpensive materials to 
“free” them from traditional methods of production. Grito explains this creative mode as, “a return to 
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El Ultimo Grito, Installation for Abierto Mexicano de Diseño festival, Mexico City, 2013



a kind of primitivism, before tools and machines could 
inform the way we design and think about design,” 
and it is exemplified in their recent installation in 
a public plaza in Mexico City as part of Abierto 
Mexicano de Diseño Festival of 2013. Over the course 
of a few days, Grito and a team of volunteers covered 
a lanky, snaking plywood armature in bubble wrap 
and secured it with packing tape to make an organic, 
lumpy form that sprouted legs and a mushroom-like 
spine. Covered with a decorative “skin” of bright 
orange and black stickers designed by Grito, the final 
installation was a wildly patterned, eccentric form 
existing as functional public seating, contemporary 
sculpture, and graphic design. 

The rough, unpolished aesthetic that they often return 
to suits the necessity of problem solving that can 
instigate new design. Needing a table for their new 
Berlin studio, Grito created Free Range (2011) from 
leftover moving boxes. “Industrial design means that 
there is a dictatorship of how things need to look,” 
says Hurtado. “But objects don’t need to have an 
industrial resolution to be a finished object.” 

Difficult to pigeonhole, El Ultimo Grito 
also produces objects with high finish 
that are professionally fabricated, but 
still revel in ambiguity. Their famous 
Mico Multi-use Stool (2006) in Design 
Collection of the Museum of Modern 
Art, New York (MoMA) is an amorphous 
shape cast in red plastic with four odd 
protrusions that allow the object to be 
flipped and rested four different ways. 
“We always try to reflect on what design 
is,” Feo explains. “For us, design is just 
the processes by which you materialize 
ideas. When you think about design 
in these terms, everything comes into 
design — philosophy, writing, everything 
— and the disciplines are just mediums 
within which you work. You no longer 

need to think about whether it’s art, design, a film or whatever.” Hurtado adds, “Leonardo Da Vinci did 
everything. Nobody ever told him, ‘Excuse me, you’re an artist, why are you doing that?’”1 

1Quotes throughout from “Mexico Seating Installation by El Ultimo Grito” from designboom.com 
and “El Ultimo Grito” by Oli Stratford, Disegno.Daily, 23 October 2012
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El Ultimo Grito, Free Range, 2011

El Ultimo Grito, Mico Multi-use Stool, 2006, Magis SpA, MoMA Collection



ABOUT EL ULTIMO GRITO 
Rosario Hurtado and Roberto Feo founded El Ultimo Grito in 1997, and their studio is currently based 
in London. They have done work for a range of international clients, museums, and organizations 
including Magis (furniture design), Lavazza (coffee products), Matadero Madrid (arts complex), Marks & 
Spencer (multinational retailer), Figueras (high-end seating), Uno Design (interior design and furniture), 
Laboral (industrial design),  Museo Nacional de Arte Reina Sofia, British Airways, Claudio Buziol 
Foundation, and the Sorrell Foundation. Their work is in the permanent collections of the Museum 
of Modern Art, New York; the Stedelijk, Museum, Amsterdam; and the Victoria and Albert Museum 
(V&A), London. In 2010, they founded Shopwork and POI, an independent publishing, research, 
education and design platform. In 2012, El Ultimo Grito was awarded the London Design Medal.

Rosario Hurtado was born in Madrid in 1966. She studied Economics at Alcala de Henares, Madrid 
before moving to London in 1989, where she studied Cabinetmaking at London College of Furniture 
and completed a BA in Industrial Design at Kingston University, Surrey. Hurtado has been a principal 
lecturer in the Design Department of Goldsmiths University, London since 1999. She and Roberto 
Feo co-direct the Space and Communications program at Geneva University of Art and Design 
(HEAD), Switzerland. Prior to this she co-directed Platform 8 (Platforms are small study groups), Design 
Products in the MA course at the Royal College of Art, London, and has been a guest professor at the 
University of Fine Arts (HfBK) in Hamburg, Germany.

Roberto Feo was born in London in 1964 and grew up in Madrid, Spain. He studied Sociology and 
Social Anthropology at Complutense University, Madrid before moving to London in 1990. Feo studied 
Furniture Design at London College of Furniture and completed an MA in Furniture Design at the 
Royal College of Art. Since 1999 he has been a principal lecturer at the Design Products Department 
at the Royal College of Art. Feo co-directed Platform 10, and is currently a Senior Design Research 
Fellow at Kingston University
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SUPPORT AND SPONSORSHIP 
Rice Gallery exhibitions and programs receive 
major support from Rice Gallery Patrons and 
Members, The Brown Foundation, Inc., the 
Kilgore Endowment, and the Leslie and 
Brad Bucher Artist Residency Endowment. 
Exhibition catalogues are funded in part by the 
Robert J. Card, M.D. and Karol Kreymer 
Catalogue Endowment. The gallery receives 
partial operating support from the City of 
Houston. KUHF-FM and Saint Arnold Brewing 
Company provide in-kind support. 

GALLERY TALK AND LUNCHEON 
El Ultimo Grito will give a gallery talk at noon, 
Friday, January 24. A complimentary light lunch 
will be provided to all who attend. 
No reservations are necessary. 

HOURS 
Tuesday - Saturday: 11:00 – 5:00 
Thursday: 11:00 - 7:00
Sunday: Noon - 5:00
Closed Mondays and University Holidays
GALLERY ADMISSION IS FREE. 

LOCATION AND PARKING 
Rice Gallery is on the ground floor of Sewall 
Hall and is reached using Campus Entrance 1 
located at the intersection of Main Street and 
Sunset Boulevard. Paid parking (credit card only) 
is available in the Founder’s Court Visitor Lot 
directly in front of Sewall Hall. For other parking 
options visit: rice.edu/parking By METRORail: 
Hermann Park/Rice University Station. 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 
Wheelchair access is on the south (left) side of the 
building. Rice Gallery is fully accessible. 


