
ANA SERRANO: SALON OF BEAUTY
Opening Thursday, September 29, 2011, 5:00 – 7:00 pm

On view through December 11, 2011

HOUSTON, Texas, July 21, 2011 —Los Angeles artist Ana Serrano’s first installation, 

Salon Of Beauty, will be on view at Rice Gallery September 29 – December 11, 2011. 

Ana Serrano notices the parts of the urban landscape that most of us ignore or might 

even dismiss as urban planning (or lack thereof) gone haywire. She creates small 

sculptures of buildings that cull together what might catch her eye on a morning walk: 

the hand-painted signage and illustrations on a local business, the blue and turquoise 

colors of a house with the cord of a satellite dish snaking down the side, or an auto 

parts shop adjoining a pink and yellow piñata store. In Salon of Beauty, Ana Serrano 
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will enlarge these details in a cityscape of buildings that playfully mix together her 

observations of the unexpected and ephemeral nature of a city constantly being made 

and unmade by its residents. The opening celebration will take place on Thursday, 

September 29, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm, and will feature remarks by Ana Serrano at 6:00 

pm. Complimentary beverages, including ale from Saint Arnold Brewing Company, 

will be served. The event is free and open to the public. For more information, visit 

ricegallery.org or call 713.348.6069. 

A first-generation Mexican-American who was born and lives in Los Angeles, Ana 

Serrano studied graphic design and illustration. Since childhood she has been 

attracted to the bold colors, lettering, and hand-painted illustrations seen on buildings 

throughout LA’s diverse neighborhoods. Looking through photographs she had taken 

of a trip to Guanajuato, Mexico, Serrano recalled her fascination with the brightly 

colored houses seemingly built on top of one another across a steep hillside. She 

began to research other examples of “spontaneous architecture,” including the favelas 

in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and the terraced villages clinging to the rocky coast of Cinque 

Terra, Italy. In 2006, Serrano distilled her impressions into Cartonlandia, a five-foot tall 

cardboard sculpture of a “mountain” of houses, in which she incorporated images of 

doors, windows, and cars that she photographed on her walks around Los Angeles. 

Next, she began a series of small, highly detailed cardboard buildings, each one 

mixing aspects of the vernacular architecture in constant flux – changing store displays, 

an air-conditioner secured in an iron cage, and buildings re-purposed with a coat of 

paint – neighborhoods where people re-create their environment on a day to day basis 

out of necessity and cultural aesthetics. 

In Salon of Beauty, Serrano will continue this investigation of the homespun and 

ephemeral nature of such neighborhoods. She saw the phrase, Salon of Beauty on the 

side of a small mom and pop beauty salon, and was struck by its slightly awkward, yet 

poetic quality. Later she realized it was a literal translation of the Spanish phrase, Salón 

De Belleza, which normally would be translated into English as “Beauty Salon.” The 

circumstances of how she found the phrase and the word “beauty” resonated perfectly 

for Serrano in her hope to point out what she calls an “untraditional beauty,” things 

that in traditional visions of the orderly or pristine city might be cast aside as the “ugly” 

side of urban life. In her first site-specific installation, Serrano hopes to capture the 

experience of moving through a city in its entirety, full of all the unexpected moments 

and juxtapositions that form its neighborhoods. 
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Ana Serrano was born in Los Angeles, California where she still lives and works. 

In 2008, she received a BFA with honors from the Art Center College of Design, 

Pasadena, California. Since then she has been an active participant in Los Angeles area 

exhibitions, including Giant Robot Biennale 2, Japanese American National Museum 

(2009); Papershapers, Scion Installation Space, Culver City (2009), and East of Eden, 

Los Angeles Municipal Gallery, Hollywood, (2008). Her work was featured in Lamono 

Magazine (2010), American Style Magazine (2009), and STEP Inside Design (2009), as 

well as the books Juxtapoz: Handmade (Berkeley: Gingko Press, 2009) and Beyond 

Architecture: Imaginary Buildings and Fictional Cities (Berlin: Gestalten, 2009). Serrano 

has created sets, props, illustrations, and animations for clients including Christian 

Louboutin and Sephora. Visit the artist’s website at anaserrano.com.

GALLERY TALK AND LUNCHEON 

Ana Serrano will give a gallery talk at noon, Friday, September 30. A complimentary 

light lunch will be provided to all who attend. 

SUPPORT AND SPONSORSHIP

Rice Gallery exhibitions and programs receive major support from Rice Gallery Patrons 

and Members, The Brown Foundation, Inc., and the Kilgore Endowment. Ana Serrano’s 

residency at Rice Gallery is supported by the Leslie and Brad Bucher Artist Residency 

Endowment. Exhibition catalogues are funded in part by the Robert J. Card, M.D. and 

Karol Kreymer Catalogue Endowment. The gallery receives partial operating support 

from the City of Houston. KUHF-FM and Saint Arnold Brewing Company provide 

in-kind support.

 From Left to Right: Ethel's, 2009; No Trespassing, 2009; Blue House, 2008; Photos: Julie Klima
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GALLERY ADMISSION IS FREE.

HOURS

Rice Gallery is open Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00 – 5:00, Thursday until 7:00, and 

Sunday, noon to 5:00. The gallery is closed Mondays and university holidays. Rice 

Gallery will close for the Thanksgiving holiday from November 22 - 27.

LOCATION AND PARKING 

Rice Gallery is on the ground floor of Sewall Hall and is reached using Campus 

Entrance 1 located at the intersection of Main Street and Sunset Boulevard. Paid 

parking (credit card only) is available in the Founder’s Court Visitor Lot directly in front 

of Sewall Hall. 

For other parking options visit rice.edu/parking.  

By METRORail: Hermann Park/Rice University Station. 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

Wheelchair access is on the south (left) side of the building.
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